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say now that the effect of colour delicately
applied and with judgment charms me. All the
sculptors in Rome and the painters, including
Cornelius agree with me, also Visconti; but the
sculptors said : we dare not follow your example for
fear we might not sell our works. I said to them,
" I will fight it out with them and go on."
When his Grace the Duke of Northumberland
was here, he came often to my studio. One day he
said to me, " If you could keep the Venus in Rome
for a considerable time, she would be visited by
travellers of different nations, and they would
spread her fame for you."
I have now kept my Venus at Rome for four
years after being finished, and I may say truly that
in the period mentioned she has been looked at by
several hundred persons of different nations, the
English included. I think I may name the
following personages who came in the course of one
winter: The Grand Duchess Olga, and, in a few
days after, her Imperial Majesty the Dowager
Empress of Russia, with her numerous train, the
Grand Duchess Helena, the two Kings of Bavaria,
the Prince of Prussia, H.R.H. the Count of
Syracuse, and lately her Imperial Highness the
Duchess Leuchtenberg.
From time to time, I received letters of
complaints from Mrs. Preston for not sending the
Venus home. She felt, as time advanced* that I